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mind." In saying this I believe that he does them an
injustice. Not only from their history, but also from the
opinions of men who know them intimately, it is evident
that, speaking broadly, the Chinese are very tolerant of
foreigners, as indeed they are of foreign religions. Men of
every race may settle in the country, if they will only take
China as they find it and refrain from upbraiding her for
not conforming to their ideals. On these terms China will
give hospitality to any one who may come, and in the course
of a few generations absorb them and make good Chinese
of them; but what from the beginning she disliked, and the
dislike is now growing into resentment, is any form of
imperium in Chinese imperio. The tactless methods of some
of the foreign missionaries, the aggressive action of Foreign
Powers, and the selfish greed of foreign capitalists have
intensified this resentment and led to the perpetration of
some of the cruelties which have shocked the Western world.
The Boxer rising was simply a blind inarticulate outburst
of feeling caused by the indignities which had been heaped
on China ; so that while it is impossible to justify the actions
which followed, it is quite easy to explain them.

Some writers have predicted that a day will come when
China, inspired by a sphit of war and probably led by
Japan, will arm its millions for the conquest of the West
It may, however, be taken for granted that there is little
probability of Japan and China co-operating for political
purposes or uniting their naval forces, unless they are driven
to such action by the aggressive action of the Western
Powers. It will, at least, take a long time before they get
rid of that mutual jealousy which is a characteristic of all
Eastern Powers. This feeling on the part of China is likely
to be increased by what she may think the self-assertiveness,
if not aggressive action, of Japan, which is characteristic of
nations which have newly discovered their strength. More-
over, she will take a long time to forget that Japan owed
her earlier civilisation entirely to her, and, as has already
been pointed out, she has had an immemorial faith in her